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Strategic Forum for Research in Education





Country preparations - Northern Ireland 

Group facilitator: Karen McCullough, Department of Education - Northern Ireland
Is there appropriate provision for high quality and innovative research in Northern Ireland?
It was generally felt that there was broad provision, with a range of research being conducted by different groups and commissioned by a range of agencies. 
However, the mapping exercise had highlighted that, while we could provide good examples of each type of research we had been asked to consider, it had proved difficult and we were less confident about having produced a comprehensive overview. The perception was that there is a lot of activity but no centralised synopsis of what’s there or where it is and sometimes we just don’t hear about it. This was particularly relevant to practitioner research which perhaps needed to be more coordinated. There was a sense among each of the participants that it is difficult to speak with authority on the balance between different types of research and their relative impacts. 

There was some discussion among the group about the need to increase the understanding of what constitutes research and what it can achieve, issues of capacity building for both researchers and commissioners were highlighted.

Is there incentivisation?

While there are pots of money available these are quite limited and often not sustained. This highlighted the need to make good use of the research that is available and to synthesise existing work - local, national and international.
It was suggested that we need to know more about what does incentivise researchers, and commissioners?

It was felt that Northern Ireland was relatively small and, while this created opportunities for collaboration there was competition between research providers. It was suggested that we could aim for aim for competition and collaboration, a model which exists with awarding bodies.
Next Steps

A number of action points were suggested and discussed:
I. the mapping exercise could be reviewed to take account of issues that had arisen in discussion and to widen the input from other contributors,
II. synthesis of existing research,

III. a second local symposium event, perhaps a themed event bringing together different groups (interdisciplinary / multidisciplinary) who have been working on the same educational theme. 

It was acknowledged that while the NI Education Research Forum does provide a medium in which these issues can be discussed, the challenges of the next stage of working together to move things forward were also recognised. 

Members of the group felt that the event had stimulated a number of ideas to be taken forward at a country level and, individually, they had also picked up ideas relevant to their own work. 
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