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Developmental and evaluative research and its contribution in particular sectors 

Group facilitator: John Anderson, Education and Training Inspectorate, Northern Ireland
Is there appropriate provision and incentivisation for the production of high quality and innovative developmental and evaluative research?

· There is a considerable amount of opportunity for evaluation, developmental research and evaluative research. It is a requirement of many projects and is commissioned by levels of government. (Audits, GreenBook, PBEs, survey-type inspections, formative, informative and/or illuminative evaluations).

· We are also confident that there is a move towards ‘evidence-informed’ policymaking and that the understanding of the value of evaluative research among policymakers is improving.

· The test of its ‘effectiveness’ is that it leads to change – preferably improvement. Much of it does.

· However, can it also add to the sum of human knowledge about education?   

· Often the time, money  and choice of methodologies for such research is constrained, leading to what is seen as ‘quick and dirty’ at worst and at best a snapshot of a project in time, rather than a video of the development dynamic.

· Perhaps it is not in the best interests for an academic research centre to bid for such work, as the private sector is clearly incentivised for such purposes and HE is not, as such work is rarely peer reviewed.  (Chairman’s remark – I did wonder though of such work is a good sandbox for beginning researchers).
· The answer (can it also add to the sum of human knowledge) depends we felt on how well it is designed.

· The importance of the skill of the evaluator and the opportunity provided by the commissioner to negotiate a research design which can serve both purposes seems to be the winning ticket.

· Not least because of the risk of getting the wrong answer for the commissioner because the wrong question was asked. (Whiteboards and VLEs come to mind!)

· In these circumstances evaluators can find themselves under considerable pressure when budgets are removed from failing projects as a consequence or there is pressure to name sources. 
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