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Strategic Forum for Research in Education





Disciplinary research and interdisciplinarity in education - the contribution of the disciplines 
Group facilitator: Bette Chambers, Institute for Effective Education
Is there appropriate provision and incentivisation for the production of high quality and innovative disciplinary research?

Given growing awareness of the interconnectedness of education and other fields, how is interdisciplinary research supported?
Our discussion focused on a discussion of interdisciplinarity in education research. 

· It was felt by some of the policymakers in the room that it did not matter what discipline the research came from but rather that the research answered the question posed and helped them determine what works in education. They felt it was unlikely that research from a single discipline would be able to answer that question. 

· A researcher pointed out that education is not value-free and that there seemed to be loose definition of interdisciplinary. She felt that it should mean drawing on the different approaches of various disciplines to address the same question from different angles.    

· Another thought that there was not enough trust among education researchers and that we were going to have to have open minds and listen and learn about each other’s approaches and search for common ground. We are all in this together and we need to look at families, health, schools and communities and study these together.

· Government policymakers said that they looked at various approaches in deciding which would be the best approach to answering a particular question. 

· Someone called for better training of graduate students in quantitative research methods and data analysis. Another said that ESRC has been working to improve quantitative training for graduate students.

· Another researcher thought that in order to be effective in informing practitioners, researchers from all disciplines need to be better at communicating their findings in plain English, rather than the jargon of their discipline. 

· Someone called for a more thorough education in child development in teacher training or social worker training programmes; however, another cautioned that we should not return to the child development taught in the 1970s but to take into account the socio-cultural context. The disciplines could be taught in an inter-related fashion in teacher training, rather than as separate subjects as they often are now and focus on the whole child.
· The conversation turned to wellbeing and the lack of clarity about what the definition is. Early years children services planners struggle to come up with indicators of wellbeing though we all recognize the lack of wellbeing.  You cannot just ask the children if they are feeling well. 
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