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Strategic Forum for Research in Education





Disciplinary research and interdisciplinarity in education - the contribution of the disciplines 

Group facilitator: Margaret Brown, King’s College London
Is there appropriate provision and incentivisation for the production of high quality and innovative disciplinary research?

Given growing awareness of the interconnectedness of education and other fields, how is interdisciplinary research supported?
Preliminary points:

· Education could now be regarded as a discipline as well as a field since there are theories, knowledge structures and methodologies which are distinct to education.
· Key associated disciplines in addition to those which contributed papers include linguistics, statistics, political science, social theory, cultural studies, divinity…. 

· It was the perspective of those commissioning or funding education research that it was for researchers to determine how best to address the research questions in relation to contributory disciplinary frameworks and the nature of the research team expertise needed. 

Issues about realising the contributions of other disciplines to education research:
· Mechanisms may need improving at local level - facilitation may be needed in assisting researchers to use existing sources e.g. creative use of websites, or to develop new sources e.g. building networks (key importance of personal relationships noted here), via workshops or mentoring sessions. 
· There may be a lack of awareness of potential that scarce disciplines can offer to enhance quality in education research – some capacity building perhaps to address this?

· Meeting and exploring common ground with people from other disciplines takes time (especially where education departments are geographically isolated) - can interdisciplinarity be incentivised within institutions by e.g. demonstrating its effectiveness in enhancing quality?
· We may be able to learn from health as they have long experience of using multidisciplinary teams of researchers – but this is often on long-term and well-funded projects.

· Buying in expertise from outside, especially from the private sector, is probably under-used in education research.
· We can learn from private sector researcher groups who select carefully their permanent staff on the basis of complementary research expertise (rather than on the basis of teaching needs) and buy in freely as needed.
There was agreement that we need to work at increasing interdisciplinarity since it has high potential not only for bringing added value in research but also for thinking more widely and creatively about future education scenarios.  
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