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Applied research and its contribution in particular sectors 

Discussant: Pamela Munn, British Educational Research Association
Is there appropriate provision and incentivisation for the production of high quality and innovative applied research?

Preliminary points:
· All groups found the distinction between applied research, evaluation research and practitioner research problematic and saw considerable overlap amongst the typologies presented to stimulate discussion.

· A distinction between pure and applied research was recognised. Pure research might lead to results which could be applied later but that was not its prime intention. So, for example, research on how the brain works, might lead eventually to applications in teaching but this was not certain. Applied research, on the other hand, was always intended to be used. Who the users were and how the findings from applied research were intended to be used was often unclear.

Issues about the appropriate provision and incentivisation for the production of high quality and innovative applied research:
· Education was a key area of public policy and so there was often funding for applied research, particularly from the government and from charities.

· Researchers were also driven by moral purposes – for example to understand and improve the educational experiences of various groups.

· Much applied research was relatively small scale and there was often insufficient consideration of ways in which findings might be ‘scaled up’ to influence policy or practice on a regional or national scale.

· Researchers and funders often spent most time developing the research project (the specification on the part of funders and research design and methods on the part of researchers) and less time on shared understandings of how the research could be used.

· More time and effort should be devoted by both research funders and research providers on clarifying the end use of research and how this would be realised. Different end uses would result in different kinds of plans for research findings. For example, a use that was about awareness raising would focus on a range of dissemination activities.  A use that envisaged direct applications in schools and classrooms might well need the production of materials and resources based on the research.

· User engagement needed to be built in from the beginning of applied research and TLRP had enabled greater understanding of this.

· While increasing understanding among other researchers of particular applied research topics was of course immensely valuable and important, this could not be the only justification for doing applied research.

· Researchers undertaking applied research needed to be aware of the multiple influences on policy and practice and to understand how their projects contributed to these influences.

· Dissemination of applied research findings only to academic conferences and journals was very unlikely either to raise awareness of findings outside the academy or to influence policy and practice.

· Much careful planning of communication and impact needs to be built into applied research and this planning should be part of the funding of commissioned projects. ESRC requirements here were welcome.
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