[image: image1.jpg]sfre

Strategic Forum for Research in Education





Applied research and its contribution in particular sectors 

Group facilitator: Paul Ashwin, Lancaster University
Is there appropriate provision and incentivisation for the production of high quality and innovative applied research?

The discussion largely focused on definitional issues. It was felt that what counted as ‘applied’ research varied according to what was being applied to the research object, for example: concepts, methodological approaches, or outcomes from education research. Similarly in looking at what counted as ‘high quality’ applied research, we discussed the way in which quality looks different depending on whether one focuses on the quality of the research process, the rigour of the research outcomes or the impact of the research outcomes.

In terms of incentives for high quality applied research, there was a sense that many of the pressures push researchers towards lower quality research: the desire from policy makers for strong claims to be made, even on the basis of small scale studies that needed to be completed within narrow timescales and a growing tendency amongst funders to want to more strongly define the focus of the research. All of these were felt to create a discourse about the nature of applied education research that could potentially undermine its quality.
In terms of ways forward, it was felt that closer collaboration between researchers, practitioners, and funders was needed to develop a shared understanding of what high quality applied research looks like and what it can realistically deliver. However, what was not clear was how to build on the work within the SFRE and move beyond disagreements over definitions and terminology in order to develop this shared understanding. One suggestion was more funded provision for work that seeks to bring together the outcomes of a range of studies in a particular area to consider their implication for practitioners, policy makers and other users. There was also discussion of who would be the best people to undertake this ‘recontextualistion’ of applied research and it was suggested that perhaps this might be best done through partnerships between practitioners, policymakers and researchers rather than it being seen as the preserve of education researchers.
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