Scotland update, January 2010

The Scottish Government (Education Analytical Services) held an event on 18 November  2009 bringing together the main public sector consumers of educational research (e.g. HMIE, LTS, SQA, SFC and local authorities) to establish how they currently engage with research and where their future research priorities lie. 

 Discussions at the event were very positive and focused around four key themes:

· The evidence needs of each organisation over the next 5 years

· The capacity within Scotland/ outside Scotland to provide this evidence at a reasonable cost and to reasonable quality

· What scope there is to work with others within the public sector to meet evidence needs

· How the public sector can best engage with the suppliers of evidence

The Scottish Educational Research Association (SERA) is planning an event which builds on this, looking at the ways in which impact can be achieved through different forms of collaboration. The event will take place in Edinburgh on 26 February 2010 and will cover the following themes:

· Existing collaborations in Knowledge production/mediation and application        

· Extending/developing collaborations

· Creating new collaborations

· Supporting production/mediation/application in the future 




