SFRE UK: YEAR 1 TEMPLATE FOR NATIONAL REPORT WRITERS

Knowledge management systems in education for contemporary democracies
A template of questions will structure each year of the work of the Strategic Forum.  These will be developed from the questions used by OECD CERI from 2000-06 to frame their assessments of national ‘knowledge management systems’.  The OECD CERI sections provide an overview of where we are going and were:

· Contextual issues

· Strategic awareness

· Basic research

· Applied research

· Development and professional enquiry 

· Generic issues

SFRE’s Year 1 will briefly review the context of each country and then focus on quality/accountability and capacity building issues.  Year 2 is likely to focus in more depth on strategic, basic and applied research.  Year 3 will take up a range of more generic issues.

NATIONAL REPORTS FOR YEAR 1

The SFRE Planning Group is extremely grateful to colleagues taking on the role of producing these important reports.  The reports will be pre-circulated to all participants before the Forum event and are intended to provide background information and, crucially, a common starting point for discussion.  
The structure of each national report

The reports should provide a clear description of:

· Provision in the country in respect of the issue (which should, wherever possible be empirically based)

· Key outstanding issues (which will probably require more judgement or a brief review of stakeholder positions)

Those attending the Forum event will receive all four UK country reports.  It will therefore helpful to provide some communality in the structure of each report.  The substantive core of each report is expected to be approximately 5/6000 words long and an indicative word count below may be helpful.  So we might aim for:  
Title page

Contents page

Preface, acknowledgements, etc

Executive summary (one side 12 pt only)

Section 1: Introduction (400)
Section 2: The context of educational research in XXXXX

2.1  Provision (1000)
2.2 Outstanding issues (text + bullet points 300)
Section 3: Quality and accountability in educational research in XXXXX

2.1  Provision (1000)
2.2 Outstanding issues (text + bullet points 300)
Section 4: Capacity building for educational research in XXXXX

2.1  Provision (1000)
2.2 Outstanding issues (text + bullet points 300)
Section 5: Conclusion (600)
Bibliography (BERJ style)
The point of the bullet points is that these may be helpful for colleagues at the Forum itself to focus on in discussion.  Some may be extracted for group tasks.  It would be helpful therefore if they could be fairly crisp and challenging.
Topic questions for the major sections of each national report
The following questions are indicative of the topics which it is hoped will be addressed.  It is appreciated that circumstances may require other issues to be fore-grounded, but please try to include a focus on the issues suggested below in order to facilitate comparison across the countries during the Forum itself.

Section 2: The context of educational research in XXXXX
What is the nature of existing educational R&D in the country (eg: any particular disciplinary traditions; theoretical frameworks; substantive foci; methodological range; sectoral foci; geographical and institutional distribution)?  
Are there explicit national policies or strategies for educational R&D, with provision for basic and applied research and for development by practitioners and others?

Section 3: Quality and accountability in educational research in XXXXX 

What sorts of procedures for judging the quality of basic and applied educational research and professional development are used in XXXXX?  
What accountability procedures are applied in the case of basic and applied educational research and professional development in XXXXX? 
Section 4: Capacity building for educational research in XXXXX 

Is there appropriate capacity building provision to sustain the complementary forms of basic and applied educational research and professional development in XXXXX?
Conclusion
I hope this framework will not be found to be too constraining.  It will, hopefully, break down the task and make it more manageable – though problems of interpretation are endemic and the challenge to summarise complexity will be considerable.  Report writers have been invited because of their expertise and this framework should be varied, taking into account the needs of the Forum event, if it is judged necessary to do so.  Above all, we seek rich accounts of educational research in each country and of the challenges in relation to quality, accountability and capacity building which it faces.

Andrew Pollard, for the SFRE Planning Group.  
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