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There are a range of databases in existence via which people can access published research. These databases are distinguishable by the audience that they are targeted at, e.g. BEI is most suited to an academic audience and the TTRB is most suited to a practitioner audience, however it should be noted that although these databases may produce different outputs they are all supported by the same underlying data. These distinctions are currently being mapped by eep. There is no single access point for published research in the way there is, for example via scie in the social care sector.

Likewise, there is no single point of access that ensures that research is a cumulative activity – i.e. that the wheel is not constantly reinvented. Methodologically, one way in which to ensure that research is adding to the body of knowledge is via a thorough literature review, which should be recognised by both researchers and funders prior to research being commissioned. Beyond this, there are a series of good practice examples of knowledge accumulation at different levels across the UK, for example the DCSF Research Centres (England), the Funders Forum (UK), CERUK (UK), the TLRP / WERN project (Wales) and LARIA (local authority level in England). However there are fewer examples when looking cross-sector or cross-nationally, where international research is predominantly searched, collated and published in English. There is often a notion that research from another country, or another sector, is not applicable to the current context and this predicates the replication rather than the accumulation of research.

