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The need to strengthen education research capacity in Wales remains an issue of significant concern. Some pockets of research activity exist across HEIs  -  a number as a result of collaborative working achieved through the Welsh Education Research Network (WERN). This capacity however was described as ‘fragile’ and in need of continued support and encouragement. With the notable exception of Cardiff University, other HEIs appear to be struggling to reach a critical mass with regard to engaging in education research activity. It was acknowledged that all interested parties should commit to a continued discourse to drive this agenda forward whilst recognising that input from sources ‘external’ to Wales would help ensure an outward –looking approach that would benefit from learning from other nations.   
Existing capacity is problematic and has clear implications in terms of the accumulation of knowledge specific to the Welsh context. Nonetheless it was felt that existing knowledge was not as accessible as it could be and was therefore not put to best use. However, a positive example of knowledge mediation was the review of the TLRP in Wales which was considered a great success in terms of utilising existing knowledge, building capacity and encouraging collaboration between institutions. The review offered a unique opportunity for policy makers, researchers and practitioners to come together at a dissemination event to discuss research findings and how they may impact on policy and practice. The review has resulted in improved dialogue and has helped develop a shared understanding between policy makers, researchers and practitioners. It is hoped that dissemination activity planned for May 2010 will impact on practitioners and their practice. 
The absence of a formal mechanism for practitioners to raise research questions, to collectively consider and debate research findings and to input to research activity was noted as an area that required consideration. Unlike England, Wales does not have a Teachers Research Panel or indeed any forum for practitioners to engage with the research and policy community on a national basis.  Any further consideration of this issue would need to clarify the potential role, remit and constituency of such a group.
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