SFRE III

Notes from group discussion on the accumulation of education research knowledge (Session 6)

Rapporteur: Phil Sheffield (British Education Index)

Facilitator: Judy Sebba (University of Sussex)

Various reasons were given for the importance of accumulation: to maintain informed professions; to ensure efficient employment of resources by building on existing accumulations and services rather than inventing new ones; to ensure strong relationships between stakeholders; to be aware of evidence so as to confirm or question propositions. While the need for cumulative strategies and accumulations was acknowledged, there was also recognition that there would be different reasons for creating them and different perspectives on them.

The relationships between stakeholders in the accumulated knowledge were important, as were relationships between users of the accumulated knowledge and the collections within which the knowledge accumulated. ‘Users’ were acquirers of information from accumulations but also suppliers of content or feedback to accumulations. Means should be established to facilitate users’ involvement in the creation and development of accumulations and to facilitate users’ capacity to interact effectively with them, enacting knowledge exchange. Initial teacher education and continuing professional development could play a part in developing such capacity. There is also a challenge to make resources freely available to all, including practitioners who rarely have access to electronic libraries, but a tension exists between this and publication for (different forms of) profit.

There were concerns about the number, diversity, and relative accessibility of accumulations that existed, and about the clarity of the integrity, purpose, focus, provenance and intended audience of the accumulations. Regarding content, decisions about what information is included in accumulations are accumulation-specific, not neutral and affected by what is ‘public’. There appeared to be potential benefits in the closer association of the accumulations, though this might bring with it a need to formalise, or invest in, such an association, and there might be too many accumulations to afford such investment. The nature of formal and informal publishing sometimes determined how widely information could be shared by accumulations with different levels of accessibility.

Some of these concerns could be addressed through a critical, neutral guide to the information landscape, maintained by a stakeholder like the SFRE, BERA or UCET, and addressing issues like content, selection criteria, provenance, and intended audience.

Accumulations that were explicitly referred to during the discussion were as follows, alphabetically:

British Education Index (demonstrator database at 
http://www.leeds.ac.uk/bei/COLN/COLN_default.html
Educational Evidence Portal (http://www.eep.ac.uk)

EPPI Centre Evidence Library (http://eppi.ioe.ac.uk/cms//Default.aspx?tabid=56)

GLOW (http://www.ltscotland.org.uk/glowscotland/index.asp)

Institute of Education Library Catalogue (http://ioe.sirsidynix.net.uk/uhtbin/webcat)

Teacher Training Resource Bank (http://www.ttrb.ac.uk)

