SFRE III

Notes from group discussion on accumulation, mediation and impact in the secondary sector (Session 17)

Rapporteur: Pamela Munn (BERA)

Facilitator: Anne Campbell (BERA)

Availability of resources

The group felt that there was a wealth of research related resources available relating to key issues in secondary education. These resources included individual research project findings, reviews/summaries of research, and national statistical collections on matters such as pupil attainment, attendance and exclusion. There were international comparisons of attainment through PISA and TIMMS. There were also overview reports of the state of secondary schooling produced by the Inspectorates in the four nations as well as OECD reports. There were doubts about whether interested parties would be aware of the range of resources available and there seemed to be no ‘gateway or clearing house leading to a range of easily searchable and quality assured information.

Knowledge accumulation

Knowledge accumulation was seen as problematic especially in small-scale qualitative research and in action research studies. It was agreed that more could be done here in the shape of regular research reviews written in easily accessible language. Research Funders could help by having a more strategic view of the topics they wished to fund and they could also perhaps commission regular reviews of research findings on enduring issues in education which could then be updated for a particular policy context. 
School effectiveness and school improvement research was identified as having been a major influence in secondary school policy and practice with its message that schools did make a difference to pupils’ attainment although issues surrounding the valid and reliable measurement of this were perhaps less well understood.

Co-construction of knowledge: Research policy and practice

Teachers’ knowledge and expertise were important ingredients in understanding secondary school practices. SFRE discussions had focussed on teachers who are wiling and able to engage in research-based work and in school-university partnerships. Members of the group believed that there is a huge gap between the reality of the current teaching workforce’s working environment and the aspirations for teachers to be involved in research.
The group heard of an Australian example of schools committing to a researcher in residence to help develop understanding of the school’s practices. Such a development underlines the need for political will if teachers to become more actively engaged with research. Supporting informal networks and structures was seen as important too.
In general the group believed that there was the need for funding over time to help sustain teacher engagement with research. It was not a quick process and the time frame needed did not often coincide with policy cycles and imperatives. If there was a serious desire for teachers to become more actively engaged with research a range of ways of doing this over time would need to be found and a system put in place to generate ideas from the research, policy and practice communities in each of the four nations of how best to do this. 

