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This group’s discussion focused on issues related to knowledge accumulation and the use of knowledge to bring about change. Knowledge accumulation was seen not just as a process of passive accumulation, but as an active process where the context in which knowledge is used is considered.  Thus, there is a need to understand how the whole education system becomes self-improving and what the role of evidence/knowledge is in a self-sustaining system.  

The following points about knowledge accumulation were discussed:  
· Knowledge should only be invested in once, and this has implications for attitudes to sharing and the availability of systems to support sharing.

· It was acknowledged that there are gaps in the knowledge being accumulated.  For example, gaps were identified in knowledge for those children and young people outside mainstream education and in vocational education.

· There are concerns about what is defined as research.  For example, school inspection reports, school self-evaluation reports and practitioner work are valuable sources of evidence but they are not always fully utilised.
· It was suggested that the ‘what works’ debate is misleading as we should also focus on ‘how’ and ‘why’ it works, as well as, researching what doesn’t work. 
· Problems related to sharing knowledge were raised.  For example, problems collaborating with others due to physical distances were raised and the difficulties of making sense of ‘patchy’ published academic work.
· It was also recognised that a huge body of knowledge has been accumulated but there is little evidence that it is being used.  

It was suggested that the reason research is not used may be due to why it is done in the first place.  For example, university researchers may do research to promote their own careers. 
The current school system fails 30% of learners and it was suggested that we should be focussing research on the learner and what makes schools better for learners.   While it was acknowledged that we do know a lot about underachievement we have not done a good job of bringing this together in a coherent way. It was agreed that the area of underachievement was an example of an area where there is a good body of knowledge but where that knowledge has not been seen to have a significant impact on practice.
