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The brief introduction to the session considered the changing nature of the education landscape and the possibility that it would accelerate during the next eighteen months as a consequence of changes in policy as a result of the imminent general election.

Mention was made of recognising the importance of specialist contributions to CPD and colleague support, while there was a warning that secondary sector approaches to CPD were not appropriate to the primary sector.  It was agreed that there was a need to build respect of primary sector pedagogic approaches within the secondary sector and vice-versa.

In the secondary sector there is currently momentum to adopt cluster-based approaches to CPD founded on evidence that teachers prefer it, and middle leadership surveys (National College) which suggest there is greater satisfaction with the outcomes.  The cluster-based approach facilitates the sharing of contexts between colleagues, through a variety of providers, and across sectors.  Concerns were raised about the capacity of HEI/school partnerships to provide sufficient mentoring, support and quality assurance if such an approach were adopted across the UK.

It was proposed that ‘action learning’ should be the focus of school-based research to discourage too great a reliance on more traditional research approaches.  Action learning should include a recognised process for incorporating external research into internal and localised approaches.  To avoid meaningless self-justification for research (by individuals) it will be necessary to establish reliable impact measurement.  Research communities must recognise the scope of cluster-based approaches; listen to what schools are saying and take account of the possibilities offered through clusters that are virtual, regional, national or international; recognising the breadth of conceptual contexts offered.  Cluster approaches to research provide an excellent opportunity to support a strong practitioner research base in schools through the Masters in Teaching and Learning (MTL) scheme (England).

There was a recommendation for a review of the principles of professional learning, with a view to embedding research practice within teaching responsibilities in order to act as a catalyst to underpin career development.

It was suggested that the difficulties associated with supporting individualised research interests might be reduced by identifying fields of mutual interest for universities and school partners e.g. a focus on ‘critical thinking’ might be adopted across a region or within a partnership.

It was proposed that there was no requirement for ASTs to engage at a higher level with teacher practitioner research and a review of this situation could increase the prospects for school-based enquiry.

Competition and collaboration between researchers may be an area for scrutiny when considering subjects.  It was suggested that collaboration should only be adopted as a valid approach when ‘to do a good job of research’ it was not possible to do it as an individual.  Care must be taken by researchers to avoid supporting hierarchies of subjects and schools, as there are competitive forces in the curriculum that need to be neutralised.

The impact of devolution is reinforcing the differences between education systems and the result is that research is being pulled in different ways in each of the countries of the UK.  There are differences in curriculum reform, ITT and CPD as a result.

HEIs are being pressed to produce internationally recognised research.  Cuts in local authority funding mean that researchers cannot gain access to schools – this presents a dilemma for quality of the research that can be carried out and affects the range of opportunities to exert international influence. 

Finally the group was reminded that in all the discussions no mention had been made of the needs of young people, parents, teachers and researchers and more should be made of these opportunities within the research arena.

