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The discussion ranged across three key themes about the accumulation of research evidence: the difficulties; the aspirations; and possible new approaches to address the issue.

The issue is difficult because different research is on different trajectories and is based on different perspectives. The priorities for policy-makers, academics and practitioners will be different. It is complex and should not be over-simplified, particularly by references to ‘best’ research. It is also difficult because effective interactions between academics and practitioners are required in areas such as ‘thinking skills’.

The aspiration is to be able to access all forms of research, including ‘grey’ literature, which can add significantly to the body of research knowledge. There have been missed opportunities following devolution. The OECD has the potential to add value via comparative studies and by gathering knowledge across countries. The key may be to develop existing knowledge rather than accumulating more knowledge. There is also a need to recognise the economic constraints around open access, particularly during a period of Government spending cuts.
There is plenty of data but not enough knowledge and there needs to be more strategic thinking and less creative ‘buzz’. We need to use technology more effectively in knowledge management.

