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The relatively small size of Northern Ireland was seen as advantageous in the context of research policy and practice and many opportunities for research (including cross-sectoral work) were identified. It was felt that NI has been successful at accumulating different pieces of research and three separate repositories were identified. However NI suffers from fragmentation (e.g. three different Departments, multiple organisations) and connectivity problems and has not been successful at ‘joining’ up the findings of such studies. This led into a discussion around the potential of libraries and the importance of on-line access to research reports. It was felt that insufficient use is being made by teacher educators and others of teacher-based research, despite the growing amount of Post-Graduate activity. At the same time, some good examples of research-informed schools were noted. 
There was agreement that changes at the NI Research Forum (NIERF) had resulted in a loss of momentum for research. Different group members identified possible solutions in terms of organisational structure and/or framework and/or workforce issues. It was agreed that research in NI should involve DENI and the work of the Curriculum Council (CCEA) and GTC (NI) as well as the universities and HEI’s.

The need to lobby for greater support for research was identified in view of the perceived importance of evidence-based policy. Agencies that might be lobbied were identified including the Teaching Council (GTCNI), Teacher Unions, UCET (NI) and the Inspectorate (DENI). 
Some key issues identified in the course of the discussion included: 
· What are the characteristics of a country that uses its research well?

· Why not implement the successful Welsh audit strategy in NI?
· The importance of establishing one single repository so as to make existing research readily available to the various stakeholders
· The need for an independent overview research organisation/agency 
· The vital importance of developing educational research discourse through bodies such as NIERF and ensuring that the continuation and development of this body is assured. 

· The value of continuing to engage in learning conversations at fora such as BERA, SFRE as well as building on links with mainland Europe.
