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The need for teachers to have better access to research was recognised and it was thought that it would be better if this took the form of links to multiple sources of reliable evidence rather than summaries that sought to provide ‘the answer’ to a particular query. However, it was also felt that there might be too much information and that teachers’ could feel swamped and unable to select what they needed to improve their practice.  The solution may be to facilitate networks in which teachers could talk about topics that have been researched and consider how they may use the evidence. It was suggested that teachers might prefer to have specific examples of the application of findings from research that they could test for themselves in their classrooms.

Networks would be preferable to anything imposed by policy makers as the question of ownership is vital and would tend to militate against setting up any overarching strategy for the dissemination of research evidence.  There is a tension between providing guidance and assistance in distilling useful knowledge from research evidence and being too directive and disabling the professional judgement of teachers.  It should be recognised that education is inevitably values based and so issues can never be resolved by simply citing a body of ‘evidence’.  It is also important to be cognisant of the barrier to acting upon findings from research when these are seen to be at odds with current political views. Although some people thought that these restrictions are not always as powerful as they are perceived to be and there is scope for action in classrooms.  The idea of the ‘road map’ in the CUREE presentation was thought to be a useful as was the case study from Wales, which was seen as a good example of bringing researchers, policy makers and practitioners together to bring different perspectives to bear on common issues.
One of the problems affecting the impact of research on practice was the absence of a conduit for ideas from practitioners to policy makers to researchers.  The commissioning of research should be inked to questions from practitioners and a ‘bottom up’ demand for knowledge encouraged.  Schools could be supported in taking a more active role in engaging with evidence and making best use of such opportunities would improve the impact of research.  The facilitation of a funders’ forum in which teachers could inform the commissioning of research could assist in this process.

