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Combined notes
The key to improving impact and application of research is the development of networks and relationships. This is likely to be easier in the smaller countries of the UK (although we’re aware it’s not always possible), but England’s size and geographical dispersion makes it difficult to generate or maintain links. As Government agencies are increasingly moving out of London this is exacerbating the problem. It is particularly hard for practitioners in Education to take part in networks. The National Teacher Research Panel has helped with this, but may need to be expanded or further supported in the future.  

There is a need to develop more links between academics and policy makers, although the methods of contracting used by the main funders, and the often piecemeal or fragmented nature of contracting can act as a barrier to developing relationships.  The development of Research Centres by DCSF, for example, can help to build knowledge in the areas they cover, and other contracting methods, such as call off contracts and registered providers may help. It is important to involve researchers at the policy appraisal stage, not just at the evaluation stage of policy development. 

In addition, the voices of practitioners and parents are rarely heard. It may be possible to systematically analyse the research questions asked by teachers/parents and pupils and use this to inform our commissioning processes.  
As well as putting energy and investment into primary research, we also need to make sure that there is more synthesis, mediation and application of research. As more accountability is devolved to local levels there is a need for a mechanism to gather and quality assure information. An evidence centre based on the NICE or SCIE model may have its uses, but although there may be support for something that collects evidence, there is likely to be less support for a body that provides guidance.

While it important to improve the supply side for research, there should also be more emphasis on improving demand from the users, whether they are policy makers, parents or teachers. This means both the quality and quantity of demand for good research based evidence.  Thus might include training fro policy makers in line with Policy Skills in Government. There are some initiatives under way for policy makers, and some specialist groups (such as parents of children with SEN) are very good at gathering and using evidence. We need to encourage more of this.

